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1. Name of Organization and Department 
Southern California Grantmakers 

 
2. Senior Administrator Name and Title 

Christine Essel, President 
 

3. Fellowship Assignment 
SCG is Southern California’s leadership hub where philanthropists come together to 
connect with each other, improve their grantmaking, and leverage their impact. We are a 
nonprofit regional membership association of grantmakers serving Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura, Kern Santa Barbara, and San Luis Obispo counties. 
Founded in 1973, SCG currently serves more than 140 member organizations who, 
together, represent the spectrum of philanthropy, including corporate foundations and 
giving programs, family foundations, private independent foundations, community 
foundations, public foundations and individual philanthropists. SCG provides extensive 
learning and networking opportunities for our members, while leveraging the power and 
breadth of these same organizations and individuals to be a voice for philanthropy.  
 
One of SCG’s current major goals is to bridge the philanthropic and policy sectors in 
order to increase the impact of public and private funding through effective strategies, 
policies, and investments. In 2014, our public policy work will focus on the following: 

1. Developing and implementing a member-driven public policy agenda, including 
the formation of a Public Policy workgroup of member volunteers. 

2. Supporting strategic alliances and collaborative activities in order to build 
statewide presence for organized philanthropy with policymakers. 

3. Building and maintaining a well-connected network of public and private funders 
who can work together to strengthen communities in the region and pursue 
public policy issues of mutual concern. 

 
We are seeking a Public Policy Fellow to significantly advance this work. The Fellow will 
gain valuable experience and knowledge about the philanthropic and nonprofit sectors. 
S/he will connect with foundation, nonprofit professionals as well as governmental 
entities and elected officials. Specifically, the Fellow will achieve the following goals: 
 Develop a sustainable infrastructure of formal systems, structures, and 

processes to support SCG’s policy work. 
 Demonstrate progress in public policy engagement in support of our members’ 

mission and goals, and government relations on legislation and regulations 
affecting the work of charitable foundations at the local, state and federal level. 

 Deliver research on relevant public policy issues and areas of concern. 
 Develop programs and resources to support members in pursuing policy work. 

 
The Public Policy Fellow will work under the direct supervision of the Director of 
Programs & Public Policy and will support this position in all public policy efforts, gaining 
direct experience in all SCG’s public policy work. In addition, the Fellow will work directly 
with SCG’s President. 

 
4. Overall Job Description 

The Public Policy Fellow will be responsible for developing, organizing and implementing 
efforts to create a well-connected network of public officials and private funders who will 
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work together to strengthen communities and help meet grantmaking objectives, 
educate foundations in understanding their unique roles and opportunities within the 
public policy arena, and identify and recommend high quality professional development 
programming that SCG can deliver to our members. 
 
Essential duties and responsibilities: 
 Research and assist with the development, implementation of SCG programs to 

strengthen members’ knowledge and practice in matters of public policy and 
issue advocacy. 

 Collect and analyze data that describes the local philanthropic sector. 
 Identify existing programs that can be used by SCG to engage members in 

advocacy and public policy. 
 Support strategic alliances and collaborative activities in order to build statewide 

presence for organized philanthropy with policymakers. 
 Identify prospective relationships with federal, state and local policymakers for 

meetings with SCG board and members. 
 Provide staff support to SCG’s Public Policy Workgroup that provides general 

direction and support for SCG’s public policy efforts and programs. 
 Monitor, analyze and communicate key policy issues and legislation relevant to 

member interests and the practice of philanthropy. 
 Assist with the development and implementation of program for younger 

grantmakers and encourage grantmaker engagement in civil society. 
 Assist with event planning, registration, and logistical support for related events. 

 
5. Skills, Knowledge & Abilities 

The Fellow will gain skills, knowledge, and abilities in the following areas:  
 Knowledge of the philanthropic sector and its relationship with governmental 

entities and policy makers at the local, state and federal level.   
 Research and writing 
 Program development, implementation, management and facilitation  
 Interacting with foundation and organizational leaders and policy makers. 
 Practical experience working in the nonprofit sector. 
 Working with politically, ideologically, culturally and geographically diverse 

people and communities. 
 Analytical and technical skills to translate complex subjects into approachable 

concepts. 
 

6. Beneficial Outcomes 
The benefit to the student will be a comprehensive introduction to and involvement with 
the philanthropic sector in the Southern California region and its relationship to 
government, policy makers, and nonprofit organizations. Due to the nature of SCG’s 
work and the role of philanthropy in the public service sector, the student will have the 
opportunity to work with government agencies, nonprofit and civic organizations as well 
as funders. This is a unique opportunity not available through other organizations. In 
addition, as SCG’s policy work is in the initial stages the student will be able to play a 
leading role in shaping the start-up of this important work. The student’s contributions 
will significantly move SCG’s public policy work forward, creating a “living document” 
policy platform that sets the stage for the continued growth and development of 
philanthropy’s role in government policy across our region for years to come.. 


